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Volunteer Leadership and Supporters

Theresa J. Mutter

Theresa J. Mutter (Masters in Public Diplomacy '08) is an Assistant Director of Alumni
Relations with the Office of Advancement at Georgetown University, where she works with
alumni classes and plans Reunion Weekend. A native of Germany, Theresa completed her
undergraduate work in Communications and Political Science at Black Hills State University
in South Dakota. She moved to Washington, D.C. in the summer of 2008 after completing
her graduate work at USC, where she also held staff positions within the Student Affairs
department. Theresa serves as the development co-chair with Kristen Schultz.

Susan Whyte Simon

Susan Whyte Simon (B.A. 78 and M. A. ‘81) teaches at the University of Maryland, Department
of Communication and continues to do public relations consulting. After graduating from USC,
Susan worked in public relations for Fortune 500 companies in California and stayed linked to
USC by lecturing and teaching for the Annenberg School. She moved to Washington, D.C. in
1999 with her husband, also a USC grad, who now covers congressional and federal issues for the

Los Angeles Times.

Eric Stark

Eric R. Stark is a senior management and sales leader with more than 15 years of experience in
the technology industry working at the highest levels business and government. Most recently
he served as Associate Administrator of the U.S. Commerce Department’s $1 billion agency
responsible for advising the President on telecommunications, information policy and federal
radio-spectrum. Eric earned a B.A. in Economics and Business from Westmont College in Santa
Barbara, California, and an M.B.A. from the University of Southern California. He currently
serves as the local representative for the Marshall School of Business.

Easter Thompson

Easter Thompson (79, ‘75) is employed by URS Corporation, a leading supplier of engineering,
construction and technical services for public agencies and private sector companies. She provides
strategic communications, program development and public affairs consulting services for
Department of Defense clients. She serves as the membership co-chair with Russell Wright.

Meilee Wong

Meilee Wong (‘07) works for the government relations firm American Continental Group, LLC,
and is currently completing her Master’s degree in political management at George Washington
University. She graduated from USC with a B.A. in print journalism, and a minor in music
industry. Although originally from northern California, Meilee has a passion for Trojan football!
She has been serving as social co-chair with Jenny Andreassen since 2009.
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Russell Wright (‘06) graduated from the School of Policy, Planning and Development with

a Master’s in Public Administration. His most recent position was with the Marine Corps
doing staffing analysis at Quantico. He is currently helping out with the earthquake in Haiti by
coordinating volunteers. His interests include international affairs, disaster relief and elections.
He is the membership co-chair with Easter Thompson and is from Sacramento, California.

Since 2005, Tal Zavlodaver (05) has been working in public affairs at Ketchum, a global public
relations agency, where she conducts media, influencer and international relations, strategic
communications and Web site management for Fortune 500 corporations and trade associations.
Tal received a USC Widney Alumni House Award in 2007 during her term as social chair. She
has been the president since 2009. A native of Southern California, she moved to Washington,
D.C. after completing her B.A. in Communication, with minors in Business Administration and

Supporters and Partners

Individuals

Gary Bode

Kraig Conrad
Hubert Glover
Ferris Kaplan

Lee Lange

James Lee

Emily MacGillivray
Katie McKee

James Perkins
Daniell Segall

Companies

Capitol Buick Pontiac GMC
Capitol Cadillac
KEMA Consulting

Russell Wright

Tal Zavlodaver

Philosophy.

USC Staff

Jean Brodeur
Jennifer Grodsky
Ben Martin
Scott Mory
Felicia Pratt

USC Organizations
USC Alumni Association

USC Annenberg School for Communication & Journalism
USC Career Planning and Placement Center

USC College of Letters, Arts & Sciences

USC Gould School of Law

USC Jesse M. Unruh Institute of Politics

USC Marshall School of Business

USC Office of Federal Relations

USC School of Planning, Policy, and Development
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Please note that in
January 2010, the
club leadership voted
to realign our fiscal
year with the Uni-
versitys. Previously,
we were tracking our
Sfiscal year from Sep-
tember 1, 2008—Au-
gust 31, 2009 to align
with our membership
program term. This
report retroactively
reflects the revised
Jfiscal year. Our next
report will cover
activities from July 1,
2009—June 30, 2010.

Left to right: Silent
Auction at the Hospital-
ity Suite during the
USC-UVA Weekender,

Holiday ornament,
Pete for President Club
T-shirts sold during the

USC-UVA Weekender.

Financial Report

The USC Alumni Club of the Nation’s Capital has four main financial goals each year:

Disburse Traditional Alumni Club Scholarships
Disburse Washington Intern Semester Scholarships
Host a yearly SCend Off picnic for incoming D.C. area USC students

Fund these efforts while maintaining our current financial balances

For our operations, the club maintains $100,000 in long-term savings accounts in addition to
a checking account for daily operations. With expected challenges due to the difficulties of
the 2009 recession, the D.C. club planned accordingly and managed to maintain its balances
throughout the year. In January 2009, the group had $2,053.53 in its checking account and
$100,000 secured in a short term CD.

Additionally, the club promoted a membership program for those local alums who wanted to
receive additional benefits. We collected dues and additional donations during the membership
drive, which resulted in $2,980 to help offset our financial commitments.

Other fundraising efforts included 50-50 raffles at USC football viewing parties.

Faced with decreasing interest rates on deposits and an expected decrease in membership
donations, the club took the following steps to proactively combat anticipated financial challenges:

Drew upon funds that were generated from the 2008 USC-UVA Weekender. Fundraising
efforts during the game allowed us to bank a “Scholarship Fund” with the University. Efforts
included a silent auction and sales of a club t-shirt and USC Christmas ornaments. As a
result, the club was able to continue its scholarship efforts at its past levels without impacting
current accounts.

Reached out to local Trojans for contributions to pay for the 2009 SCend Off picnic. The
outreach occurred during this fiscal year in preparation for the picnic planned for the beginning
of the following fiscal year. The donation will be valuable during the next fiscal year as it will
allow us to use the funds originally allocated for SCend Off to support future scholarships.
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